[image: image2.wmf]
Sixth Grade Parent Handbook

2014-2015
Welcome to the Sixth Grade!!!


Our goal in sixth grade is to help each and every child become a successful learner and a responsible and productive student.  Please read this handbook carefully so that you will be familiar with the procedures and policies of the classroom.  The key elements  to a fun and successful year for your child involve good communication between parent, teacher, and student(s); responsibility on both the teacher’s and the students’ parts to work hard, do their best, and fulfill expectations; as well as a responsibility to create and maintain a respectful and productive environment for all students to achieve their learning goals.
Citizenship/Discipline


The class works together to create a set of guidelines that lead to an environment where students are respected, valued, and encouraged to excel.
Positive Reinforcement

· Intrinsic values and motivations are promoted within the classroom.
· Extrinsic values are used such as group/table points, a marble jar for when the class receives compliments from adults other than myself, the ability to pursue learning of student’s choice, extended free reading time, or assisting the teacher.

· Students may be individually recognized by their peers or the teacher for going beyond everyday expectations or significant behavioral or academic growth, as well as for showing character through the Character Counts program.
Discipline

· STORM rules, as well as Olweus anti-bullying rules, are expected to be followed and may be enforced by any staff member on campus.  This program focuses on the pillars of character, a proactive approach to bullying, punctuality, being prepared for class, and following directions.  In the event of a STORM rule violation or a bullying situation students will have appropriate consequences.

· STORM rules, Olweus anti-bullying rules, and the class guidelines will be posted in class.

· Students are expected to follow the class guidelines.  If students choose to not do so, they will be given a warning. The next step will be either a detention slip or an incident report placed on their desk.  If they continue with their behavioral choices they will be issued an incident report or a detention dependent on the behavior displayed.  This is the case for the majority of behavioral issues.  In case where bullying is involved, steps within the Olweus program will be followed.
Student Expectations

· Students are expected to demonstrate personal responsibility.
· Students are expected to give their best and ask for help when needed.
· Students are expected to respect their peers, other students and adults on campus.

· Students are expected to demonstrate accountability in behavior and academics.

· Students are expected to follow the district dress code (please refer to my website for the handbook).

Curriculum
Reading


Reading, as part of the language arts block, will use a reader’s workshop format revolving around independent reading and work, reading strategy instruction and practice, individual student conferences, small guided groups, Literature Studies, additional forms of reading sources, read alouds, and word work.  Sixth grade utilizes the Common Core Standards which can be found on the district website under curriculum.  The Common Core involves the following concepts:
· Key Ideas and details

· Craft and Structure of various texts

· Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, including analyzing and evaluating text and its structure
· Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity, Lexile band of 860-1185
· Breakdown of reading to 45% literature and 55% informational

· Fluency in reading

· Vocabulary

· Comprehension Strategies

· Functional Text

· Elements of Literature

· Argumentative/Persuasive Text

· Informational/Expository Text

Writing

As the other component of the language arts block, sixth grade continues to utilize the Common Core Standards and, in addition, the writing curriculum will focus on expanding student’s knowledge of and strengthening their use of the Six Traits (Ideas/Content, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions).  Students will also continue to work with and improve upon their use of the Writing Process (Prewriting, Drafting, Revision, Editing, and Publishing).  The sixth grade curriculum will work with the following forms of writing:
· Argumentative Writing

· Expressive Writing

· Informative/Explanatory Writing

· Research and Summarizing from multiple sources

· Written  Responses to Literature
Spelling


The spelling curriculum will consist of:

· Words Their Way (a differentiated spelling program)
· An emphasis will be placed on the importance of spelling in context as well as the understanding of the word’s meaning and its use

· Students are expected to master the spelling and reading of the Sixth Grade High Frequency Words

· Students will be working with prefixes, roots, and affixes as to how they change the meaning of a word
Math


The sixth grade Common Core math curriculum allows students for both independent and guided practice with the concepts taught and learned.  The areas that students will be focusing on in math this year are:

· Rational and order of rational numbers, multiplying and dividing decimals and fractions, order of operations, theoretical probability)
· Integers and Exponents (addition and subtraction of integers, absolute value, exponents and roots)
· Expressions and Equations (numerical patterns including fractions and decimals, use an algebraic equation in context, evaluate expressions, relationship between two quantities)
· Graphing and the coordinate plane 
· Geometry:  Geometric Properties and Measurement (types of angles, perimeter, area, volume, circumference)
· Data Analysis (displays of data, trends in data, etc)
· Discrete Math (Vertex Edge Graphs, Hamilton Paths and Circuits, Shortest Route, etc.)

· Math is taught within context situations and problems which means that your child will be taught problem solving strategies that they will be expected to utilize. 
Social Studies

The focus in social studies revolves around a number of themes that run throughout the ancient civilizations to be studied.  These themes are the timeline of the civilization studied, geography, important events, significant people, important achievements, economy, daily life, government, and religion.  These themes will be studied within the context of the following ancient civilizations:

· Early Civilizations/Stone Ages

· Mesopotamia

· Egypt

· China

· Egypt

· Greece

· Rome

· Middle Ages/Medieval Times

· Renaissance

Science


The science curriculum includes the following areas:

· Scientific Processes and Scientific Inquiry

· History and Nature of Science

· The Nature of Scientific Knowledge

· Changes in Environments (such as weather, natural hazards, etc)

· Ecosystems 

· Structure of the Earth and the interactions with its components (water cycle, atmosphere, etc.)

· Earth’s Processes and Systems (oceans and water resources, etc)

· Transfer of Energy

· Structure and Function of Living Things (plant and animal cells, living organisms and their functions, etc)
· Science Fair

· Human Growth and Development

Homework
· Students are will read a minimum of 150 minutes each week; this is equivalent to five nights of 30 minute reading sessions.  I say 150 minutes because not all students may have a schedule that allows for nightly reading, this way students have some flexibility in when they choose to read.  At Santan, we would like to emphasize the enjoyment of literature.  It is our hope to incite a sense of passion with regards to reading.  Therefore, we would love parents to model and encourage reading in the household.  Talk about a great story, model good oral reading with expression for your child, take turns reading, or share an old favorite you remember from your early years.  Remember, your child often wants to be just like you!

· Additional homework will be used to cement concepts that have been learned and to assist students with further practice in areas which they are struggling in class.  The fact that each of us learn at different rates and have different skills and abilities will be discussed with students.  With this in mind, additional practice for either the entire class or for particular students may be sent home so that they may reach success in those areas they are still trying to master.

· Any unfinished class work will be sent home as homework

Grading


Throughout the year your child will be assessed and graded on skills, assignments, and products.
· When papers are graded they will be graded using points and these points will be converted into percentage grades.
· All the assignments your son/daughter completes are looked at. If an assignment has been reviewed/corrected but not entered into the grade book, you will find a mark on the page to let you know it has been reviewed.  Many times the mark is a stamp, simple smiley face, or check mark. 

· Please note that I DO NOT correct all the mistakes!  (But I am aware of them.()

· The students grade many assignments in class.  Each student grades his/her own papers.  If it is a student corrected assignment, it will be spot checked by me.
· To keep you informed about your child’s progress, each student will be keeping a portfolio.  Please review the graded work in the folder. Additionally, please keep all graded work in this binder.  You are also able to access your child's grades via Infinite Campus.

· You will receive an official Progress Report Mid-Quarter and you will receive a formal report card at the end of each quarter.
· I will be sending home a bi-weekly report that reflects behavior, study habits and overall effort of your child in school.
· If your child is struggling with a particular skill or subject area, you will be made aware of it BEFORE the official report card comes out.
· Late work will ONLY be accepted one day late, work turned in after that will be given a 50%.  Assignments that have not been turned in will be given a zero.  
· The late work will be given a 20% reduction in grade (this is a grade level policy)
·  “No names” will be treated like late work and if they are not claimed they will be tossed in the trash
· Late and no-name assignments take a lot of time out of our teaching and planning.  Please help us teach students about personal responsibility

Papers will be assigned grades as indicated in the table below.

	Percent%
	Writing Rubric
	General Grading Rubric
	Letter Grades
	Report Card Indicators
	Meaning for Students

	100-90
	6-5
	5
	A
	MS
	WOW!  I’ve got it!

	89-80
	4
	4
	B
	MS
	Almost There!

	79-70
	3
	3
	C
	P
	On the right track!

	69-60
	2
	2
	D
	NI
	Getting started.

	59 and below
	1
	1
	F
	NI
	Not yet!


Absences


It is extremely important that your child be in school on time each day.  Since many of our activities are done in cooperative groups in class, your child will miss out on important learning opportunities if they are absent.  When your child returns from an absence, he/she is responsible for collecting any missing work.  He/she will have one day for each day absent to complete and turn in all absent work.  If absent work in not turned in by the deadline, it will be considered late work.

Specials

· Library is on day 5 from 12:30-1:00
· Block is daily (2:05-2:35)

· Please refer to your child’s individual schedule, he/she will have it memorized after the first few weeks of school(
Field Trips

· Destinations are still being finalized

· Possible considerations include: Childsplay Theater, Youth Frontiers, Arizona Science Center, Musical Instrument Museum, Mesquite Groves Aquatic Center, 6th Grade Dance 
· All field trips will be related directly to curriculum, with the exception of the trip to the pool and the dance!
· Parents are welcome based on numbers available for each teacher to include
Parent Volunteers

· Any parent interested in Art Masterpiece, Junior Achievement, or representing our class with PTO by attending meetings and emailing class parents with meeting notes please contact me.

Questions


If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

How to reach Ms. Sanford


Listed below are different ways to contact me.  I encourage both yourself and students to use my cell number if there are any questions about any work that has been brought home.  Please, no calls after 8:00pm.
· Email at sanford.kim@cusd80.com 
· Phone 480-883-4755
· Notes as final resort
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